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O Rouge of Jacsb, come e, and let us wall in the light of X 
Fehopah,  Ifaiah ifs 5, . 
IWhich of you convinceth me of in? And if 4 * the truth, * 

why do ye not believe me? John viii. 46. 

wolf this counsel, or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought + But i it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it ; lest 

haply ye be found even to fight against God, Acts v. 38, 39% 
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A SERMON, &c. 


'ACTS XXVIII. 22. 


zur WE DESIRE TO HEAR OF THEE WHAT THOU 
THINKEST; FOR AS CONCERNING THIS SECT, 
WE KNOW THAT EVERY WHERE IT 
Is SPOKEN AGAINST. 


'Th E providence of God having brought Saint 
Paul ſafe to Rome, in order that he might bear 
witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, he loſes no time ; but after 
three days, which were probably ſpent in reſt and 
prayer, (verſe 17) he“ called the chief of the Jews 
together.” He always ſought the Jews firſt ; but 
being now bound, he could not go round to them, 
therefore ſent for them to come to him. Having 
briefly and with great tenderneſs related the oppo- 
ſition which he met with from the Jews in their 
own country, and having obviated any ſuſpicions 
which might ariſe in their minds from ſeeing him 


- a priſoner, he beautifully introduces his main 
buſineſs, by intimating, that Chriſtianity was not 
another religion, but an accompliſhment of the 


5 expectation of every true Iſraclite,---{verſe 20.) 
For the hope of Iſrael I am bound with this 
= chain.” Doubtleſs the Apoſtle ſaid much more 


A 2 | than 
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than barely the words that are mentioned; we 
are ſure he gave them clearly to underſtand that 
he was a Chriſtian, and that he wiſhed them to 
become ſuch alſo, otherwiſe they could not have 
replied as they did We neither received let- 
ters out of Judea concerning thee, neither any 
of the brethren that came, ſhewed or ſpake any 
harm of thee. But we deſire to hear of thee what 
thou thinkeſt, for as concerning this ſect, we 
know that every where it is ſpoken againſt.” --- 
The ſubſtance of their anſwer appears to be this: 
We have received no information, either profeſſedly 
in form, or occaſionally in diſcourſe, againſt thee; 
but we have heard this ſect--of the Nazarenes, 
every where ſpoken againſt as heretical and wick- 
ed. And as thou canſt inform us whether theſe 
reports are true or falſe, we defire te hear what 
thou thinkeſt on this ſubje@. 

Thus was the Apoſtle's way prepared, and a 
fair opportunity given him, to explain- at large 
the glorious Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
The candor of theſe Jews, and their readineſs to 
hear, are worthy of your imitation. Many of you 
have heard ſtrange and ſhocking accounts of the 
people called METHODISTS. We have been 
repreſented as Heretics, Enthuſiaſts and Decei- 
vers. Common juſtice“* has often been denied us, 
and various ſpecies of perſecution have been in- 
flicted upon many, both of our Preachers and 
People. Herein we have ſeen the Scriptures 


fulfilled, which teſtify that, All that will hve 


godly 
See the Life of Mr, Weſley, by Dr, Coke and Mr, Moore, 


3 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, {ball ſuffer perſecution.” 


And therefore inſtead of confidering this treat- 
ment as a proof of a bad cauſe, we look upon 
it as a very probable mark of a good one.--- 
While the world remains in its preſent ſtate, 
namely, lying in the wicked One, it will always 
oppole, in one way or other, the true religion 
of Chriſt, and they that are after the Fleſh will 
perſecute them that are after the Spirit. Never- 
theleſs, as we ought to ſtrive to live peaceably 


with all men; and to be ready always to give 


an anſwer to every man that aſketh a reaſon of 
the hope that is in us; more eſpecially, on ſuch 
an occaſion as the preſent, I ſhall avail myſelf 
of this opportunity, Firſt, to lay before you the 
Doctrines, the Experience, the Practice, and the 
Diſcipline of the people called Methodiſts, or our 
views of Chriſtianity. And, Secondly, inquire 
into the cauſes of our being ſpoken againſt. 

Firſt, What are the Doctrines preached by the 
Methodiſts ? | | 

It will be needleſs to obſerve, that, in common 
with all other Chriſtians, they believe and teach the 
being of a God, and the truth of the Scriptures. 
To dwell upon theſe at preſent, would be deemed 
mere loſs of time. Much leſs is it my deſign to 
meddle with thoſe non-eſſential points, about which 
there have been ſo many diſputes among the real 
children of God: I wiſh theſe were forgotten, at 
leaſt in the pulpit: And they ſhall, in effect, be 
forgotten by me. Neither do I intend to ſpeak of 
the many diſtinctions which ſome make in the man- 


AZ ner 


— 
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ner of God's working in the ſouls of his people. 
Theſe have their place and their uſe. But our 
preſent inquiry is, What are the grand, leading 
doctrines which will be preached in this place ?* 
Theſe are, 

1. The Fall of man. The total depravity of 
human nature by the fin of our firſt parents, 
* whereby man is very far gone from original righ- 
teouſneſs, and is of his own nature inclined to 
evil.”'\ Thus we are all by nature children of 
wrath, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and prone to go 
aſtray as ſoon as we are born. Being ſhapen in 
miquity and conceived in fin, our heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked ; hence 
out of it proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 
teries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphe- 
mies, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, laciviouſ- 
neſs, an evil eye, pride, fooliſhneſs: All theſe evil 
things COME FROM WITHIN, and defile the 


man.” || The evil nature which produces theſe evil 


tempers and actions, we derive from our firſt Pa- 
rents; So Saint Paul informs us, Rom. v. 12. 
By one man lin entered into the world, and 
death by fin; and {ſo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have ſinned.” As ALL never did fin 
perſonally, by an actual tranſgreſſion of any known 
law, the meaning can only be, that, they ſinned 
in Adam ; and to this agree the following words, 
verſes 18, 19. By the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation,---as by one 
man's diſobedience they were made ſinners.“ 

| 2, This 


5 Portland-Chapel. & Ninth Article. I Matt, xv, 1g. 
Mark vii. 21—23. 


Men 
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2. This univerſal corruption of human nature, 


generally termed Original Sin, is the leading prin- 
* ciple of Chriſtianity, and is believed and taught 


: | by us, as eſſentially connected with the Goſpel 


account of the Redemption of mankind by our 


{ Lord Jelus Chriſt. No doctrine can be clearer 
? than this, if we believe the Oracles of God. There- 
: in we are informed, that, Chriſt once ſuffered for 


© ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring 
us to Cod: That we are not our own ; but are 
bought with a price,---being redeemed with the 
precious blood of Chriſt ; who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity ;---That, 


other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, 


which is Jeſus Chriſt ; Neither is there ſalvation 


in any other: for there is none other name under 


heaven given among men whereby we mult be 


ſaved ;---he alone 1s the propitiation for our fins, 


having offered himſelf a facrifice to God for 2 
* {weet-ſmelling ſavour. As the firſt earthly Adam 
: involved his poſterity in the ſad conſequences of 
his fall, fo Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
from heaven, was manifeſted to deſtroy the works 
of the devil,---to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of 

himſelf once offered, as a Lamb without blemiſh 

and without ſpot. And his obedience unto death 

being infinitely meritorious, ariſing from the Di- 
vinity of his nature, the offspring of Adam, with- 


out exception, ſhare the benefit of his Atonement, 


for as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive. And as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; 
* ; | | even 


- * a nd — — 
— — ]’1FG.— — 


41 


even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift 
came upon all men to juſtification of life. Hence 
Chriſt is called the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world, and a merciful and faith- 
ful High Prieſt, in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people. 

3. As the fall of man in Adam, and his redemp- 
tion by Jcſus Chriſt, are faithfully believed and 
taught by us, ſo are the doctrines which are neceſ- 
ſarily connected therewith, in order. to our enjoy- 
ing the ſalvation of the Goſpel. Theſe are ſummed 
up by Saint Paul in two ſentences, (Acts xx. 21.) 
% Repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Repentance is, in general, a 
thorough change of heart and life, a turning from 
ſin to holineſs. It implies conviction of fin, and 
{orrow on account of having ſinned, with an entire 
renunciation of every evil action, word and temper, 
and a ſincere deſire after a new nature. Where 
there is not a clear conviction in the conſcience of 
having broken God's holy law, and thereby deſer- 
ved his diſpleaſure, it is impoſſible to renounce the 
ſervice of Satan with that godly ſorrow and ſelf- 
abaſement, which are neceſſary to the recerving 
the Golpel, and ſubmitting to it as the way of ſal- 
vation. But when through the law, applied by 


the Holy Spirit, ſhewing us the holineſs of God 


and our own depravity, we become dead to the 
law, ſeeing we never can be ſaved by our obedience 
to it, we forſake every falſe way, and being hum- 
bled into the duſt before our righteous Creator, 
we cry mightily for mercy through our gracious 

Redeemer, 
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Redeemer, then the Goſpel becomes indeed good 


news, glad tidings of great joy. We then yield to 
the overtures of grace, and willingly accept of the 


offers of a free pardon. 
f 4. When the foul is thus brought to feel, that 
it is an evil thing and a bitter to fin againſt God, 
and is made willing in the day of mediatorial power, 
to accept of Chriſt as its only Saviour, the language 
olf the Holy Ghoſt to ſuch is, Let not your heart be 
troubled : ye believe in God, believe alſo in his 


only-begotten Son. He that believeth ſhall be ſaved. 
Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 


be ſaved. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, firſt, re- 
ſpects the truth of the New Teſtament; beheving 
the record which God hath given of his Son. Herein 
the mind of the Penitent, perſuaded of the truth of 
the letter, diſcovers the gracious purpoſes of infi- 
"nite Love in the great and precious promiſes. En- 
*couraged by theſe, the diſtreſſed ſinner is embol- 
dened to look for deliverance. 
: reſpects Chriſt himſelf as its immediate object, and 
is called in Scripture, coming to Chriſt---looking 
to Chriſt---and receiving Chriſt. 
Saint John explains a Chriſtian's faith very fully, 


Faith, ſecondly, 


In the laſt ſenſe 


He (Chriſt) came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power (privilege or prerogative) to 


become the ſons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.”---That receive him in all his offices, 
as Prophet, Prieſt and King. Attending to his un- 
erring directions, depending upon his all- ſufficient 
= Sacrifice, and ſubmitting to his power and authority. 


( 10 ) 
This Faith 1s ordinarily wrought by the minit- 
try of the word, and requires the particular 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt to accompliſh it in the 


ſoul. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. And it is God which worketh 


in you, both to will and to do of his good pleaſure; 


raiſing you from a ſtate of ſpiritual death to life 
cternal, through the Faith of the operation of God. 
Thus faith is not merely a giving credence to a pro- 
poſition, a cold ſpeculative thing; but it is alſo 


a diſpoſition of the heart, for with the heart man 


believeth unto righteouſneſs. And, if thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 
believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 
from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. *« Chriſtian 
faith is then, not only an aſſent to the whole Gol- 
pel of Chriſt, but alſo a full reliance on the blood 
of Chriſt, a truſt in the merits of his life, death and 
reſurrection ; a recumbency upon him as our atone- 
ment and our life; as given for us, and living in 
us.---It is a cloſing with Chriſt, and a cleaving to 
him, as our Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanQificatio! 
and Redemption.” 

5. The neceſſary and immediate effect of truc 
Faith, 1s the free and full Juſtification of the Be- 
liever. Nor can there be any Doctrine of greaic! 


importance than this. For without it we have no 


right to heaven, Juſtification by Faith, without 
the works of the Law, was the grand point which 
Saint Paul laboured to eſtabliſh, in oppoſition to 


the ſelf-righteouſneſs which the Jews reſted in, and 


which every man, however wicked, is naturally in- 
clined 


lined to. It was this doctrine which diſtinguiſhed 


n 


the firſt Proteſtant Reformers: It is an Article in 


all the reformed Churches in Europe, was a leading 
| principle with the original Methodiſts, and conti- 
nues ſuch with us at this hour. It conſiſts (in the 
"Goſpel ſenſe) in the being completely ablolved from 
the guilt, and freed from the puniſhment of fin. 
Thus Saint Paul, © Beit known unto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through this man is preached 


unto you the forgiveneſs of fins. And by him all 


that believe are juſtified from all things, from 


which they could not be juſtified by the law of 


- Moſes.” The law of Moſes, that is the moral law, 
the law of God, demands perfect and uninterrupted 
- obedience. © For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
, i all. And curſed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them.“ As all human obedience falls 
ſhort of that conformity to the law of God which 


it requires, the curſe reſts upon all who expect to 
be juſtified by their works; for by the works of the 


law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. But to him that 


worketh not, but believeth on him that juſlifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. 
Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs ol 
the man unto whom God imputeth rightcouſneſs 
without works, ſaying, Bleſſed are they whoſe ini 
quities are forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered. 
Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not im- 
pute fins, Thus as all have finned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God, and as we can never make 


B 2 amend. 


( 12 ) 


amends for our paſt tranſgreſſions by our future 
works, the law always requiring the moſt perfect 


obedience, there is no way whereby we can eſcape 


eternal perdition but by being juſtified by grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſ- 
nels for the remiſhon of fins that are paſt, through 
the forbearance of God. The oppoſite of Juſlih- 
cation, as appears from Saint Paul's words, is Con- 
demnation : It is God that juſtifieth : who is he 
that condemneth ? Therefore the removal of con- 
demnation is the ſame thing as being juſtified. 
And as we are juſtified by faith in Chriſt, ſo our 
continuing in a ſtate of condemnation, is wholly 
aſcribed to unbelief. Thus our Saviour informs us, 
He that believeth on him, 1s not condemned : but 
he that believeth not, 1s condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath not believed in the name of the only- 
begotten Son of God. Chriſt is the only Saviour; 
Faith is the only Inſtrument whereby the penitent 
ſoul can receive him; and free pardon is the im- 
mediate conſequence of properly believing in him. 
Then all condemnation being removed, the Spirit 
of God takes poſſeſſion of our hearts, enabling uz 
to cry, Abba Father, being all the children of God 
by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 

6. The laſt point I ſhall mention at . 
the doctrine of Sanctification. This implies Sin 
entire dedication of all our powers to God, through 
the ſacred operation of the Holy Ghoſt. The ſoul 


being reſtored to the favour of God by jullification, 
a real 
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7 a real inward change immediately takes place, 


nich is called in Scripture the being born again, 
porn of the Spirit, and born of God. Every Chriſ- 


5 tian Believer is transformed by the renewing of his 
3 mind, into the image of him that created us in 
K righteouſneſs and true holineſs. - The old man 
being crucified with his affections and luſts, we are 
made partakers of the divine nature, and eſcape the 
corruption that is in the world through evil deſire. 
In ſhort, from being carnal and fold under fin, 


there is a new creation in the foul, and grace reigns 


through righteouſneſs unto eternal life. Love to 
= God, and love to man, flowing from the love of 
God to us, manifeſt that the heavenly Adam dwells 
within; while humility, meekneſs, patience and 
* reſignation are the reigning tempers of the Faithful, 
I who beholding with open face, as in a glaſs the 
= glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 


II. 1. Such are the grand leading Dottrines 


which we believe and teach. I now proceed to 
| : * ſhew what is meant by our Experience. And here 
it will be proper to obſerve, that many have, either 


through wickedneſs or ignorance, miſrepreſented 
us, afhrming that we pretend to the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which the Prophets and 
Apoſtles of old poſſeſſed. Nothing can be more 
falſe than this. We never pretended to the dil- 


cernment of ſpirits; the being able to ſpeak or 


underſtand various languages without learning 


j | them; and particularly the working of miracles. 
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The direct contrary of this has been declared among 
us near fifty years; witneſs the following paſſage 
from a ſermon preached by Mr. Weſley in the year 
1744. Whether theſe gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
were deſigned to remain in the Church throughout 
all ages; and whether or no they will be reſtored 
at the nearer approach of the vestitution of all things, 
are queſtions which it is not needful to decide. 
But it is needſul to obſerve this, that even in the 
infancy of the Church, God divided them with a 
fparing hand. Were all even then Prophets 2 Were 
all workers of miracles ? Had all the gifts of healing ? 
Did all Speak with tongues ? No, in no wiſe. Per- 
haps not one in a thouſand.” Thoſe therefore do 
not do us juſtice, who charge us with pretenſions 
of this kind. It is true, we believe, that God 
could as eaſily beſtow theſe gifts now as ever he 
could, for he 1s the ſame from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting. And we believe further, that were they 
neceſſary now, they would now be given. Nor dare 
we affirm that miracles are altogether ceaſed, ſeeing 
every extraordinary anſwer to prayer is, in fact, a 
miracle, and bleſſed be God, he has often thus an- 
{wered our prayers by a very particular providence. 


But this has nothing to do with the accuſation 
betore us. 


2. Neither do we pretend to ſeeing viſions, or 
having revelations by impulſe, or hearing voices 
of a ſupernatural kind. We profeſs the higheſt re- 
gard for REASON next to the Oracles of God; 
and therefore totally diſaprove of all the enthuſi— 
aftic jargon, which a few miſtaken individuals, 


among 
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© among any deſcription of religious people, may 
make uſe of. At the ſame time, we cannot ſo far 


: compliment an unbelieving world, as to deny the 


0 tage of God's vouchſafing ſome rare indul- 
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gencies of this nature to his peculiar favourites, on 


ſome extraordinary occaſions. We have no au- 


5 © thority from the holy Scriptures to ſay, There is 
no ſuch thing. But we, as a people, 


make no pre- 
tenſions to things of this fort; and when we meet 
with any who do, we try all they lay by te lau and 


the teftrmony ; and even when there appears nothing 
 ablurd in their accounts, 


we obſerve the utmoſt 
caution reſpetiing laying any ſtrels on them. 

3. What we mean when we talk of Experience. 
is quite different from every thing of this nature, 
By Experience we mean &nowledge obtarned by proce. 
cal proof, as contradiſtinguiſhed to the train of 
thoughts formed ſolely by the efforts of reaſon. 
which is called fpeculatiyun. In other words, we rea- 
lie in the feelings of our /heazts, through the yra- 
cious influence of the Divine Spirit, thoſe princi- 
ples, to the truth of which we had before aſſented 
with our underſtandings, in conlequerice of their 
being recorded in the letter of God's word. Thus 
we read in Scripture the nature and neceſſity of 
Repentance; but it is very poſſible to define and 
enforce this without being truly penitent. We ſee 
Faith and its vaſt importance, clearly and ſtrong— 
ly deſcribed in the holy Oracles; but the feeling 
power to believe is far beyond this. Nothing 1s 
plainer in the Bible than that the Sanctiſication 
of our Souls is eſſentially neceſſary to our being 
admitted 
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admitted into heaven; but it is one thing to affent 
to the truth of this, as a ſcriptural propoſition, 
and another to enjoy the Spirit of holineſs filling 
our hearts with divine love, and diſpoſing us to 
delight in God as our chief Good. The Experience 
we contend for (and without which all that is called 
Religion will do us no real ſervice, being only 
empty forms and mere opinions) is, firſt, the know- 
ledge of our ſalvation by the remiſſion of our fins. 
This the Word of God direRs us to ſeek, promiſes 
it to thoſe that believe, and believers are generally 
addreſſed as having attained it. Hear the Prophet 
Iſaiah, Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For this we are taught and commanded to aſk in 
the Lord's prayer, Forgive us our ſins ; for we alſo 
forgive every one that is indebted to us. Saint 
Peter ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe: Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the remiſſion of your fins, and ye ſhall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And again, 


Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 


fins may be blotted out: For Jeſus Chrilt 1s ex- 
alted a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Iſrael and forgiveneſs of fins. Saint Paul's com- 
miſſion to preach to the Gentiles was for this pur- 
pole, that they might be turned from darkneſs to 


light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 


they might receive forgiveneſs of ſins and inheri- 
tance among them which are ſanctified by faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, | We 


: 


Into you, He that believeth on me hath everlaſling 
Iife.---Theſe things, ſaith Saint John, are written, 


barely by promiſes ; 


"2B © F 
(89 J 
4. 


we are not only directed in the Scriptures to 
fer this ineſtimable bleſſing ; but alſo encouraged 
many precious promiſes, that if we ſeek aright, 
Prayer and Faith, we ſhall moſt aſſuredly find 

So our bleſſed Lord, Aſk, and it ſhall be given 
you : ſeek, and ye ſhall find : knock, and it ſhall 
opened unto you; for whatſoever ye ſhall aſk 
my name, that will I do, Verily, verily I ſay 


that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt the 
Son of God, and that believing ye might have life 
through his name ; for, if we confeſs our fins, he 


| is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to 


Cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. And, ſaith 
Saint Peter, 'To him give all the Prophets witnels, 
that through his name, whoſoever believeth in him, 
* receive remiſſion of fins. 

Nor are we encouraged in ſeeking this bleſſing 
L for Believers are moſtly ad- 
Areſſed throughout the New Teſtament, as having 
the knowledge of pardon. Many are the inſtances 


Fecorded in the goſpel, of our Saviour forgiving 
Uns, and declaring it to the perſons who were for- 


given. To mention one remarkable caſe : He ſaid 


to the woman that followed him into Simon the 


Phariſee's houſe, Thy fins are forgiven thee. 


And when they that ſat at meat with him, began 
to ſay within themſelves, Who is this that forgiveth 
Lins alſo ? he replied to the woman, Thy faith hath 

3 © ed thee ; go in peace. 


And after the day of 
ks Pentecoſt, 
* Luke vii. 48—z0, 
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Pentecoſt, we find the Apoſtles conſtantly ſpeak. 
ing of the forgiveneſs of fins, and the knowledge 
of it, not as a peculiar favour beſtowed only on 
diſtinguiſhed few, but as the common privilege of 
every true believer. So Saint Paul, writing to the 
Chriſtians at Epheſus,* without any exception, 
uſes theſe words, We have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
riches of his grace. And in his epiſtle to the 
Coloſſians, d he expreſſes himſelf in the ſame man- 
ner: Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins. It 
would far exceed our time to quote the numerous 


paſſages, where, either in direct terms, or by the 


faireſt implication, he ſpeaks the ſame things, 
Saint John alſo, when writing to the very loweſt 
claſs of chriſtian Believers, adopts ſimilar language: 
„J write unto you, little children, becauſe your 
fins are forgiven you for his name's ſake.” 

How this may be known is likewiſe clearly 


pointed out in a multitude of Scriptures. © He 


that belfeveth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs 
in himſelf.— We know that we are of God---for 
the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that 


we are the children of God.---Now if any man have 


not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.---Exa- 


mine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith ; prove 


your ownlelves: know ye not your ownfelves, how 


that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates. | 
Now 


* Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 13, 14 _|| 1 John, ii. 12, 
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Now we have received, not the ſpirit of the world, 


But the Spirit which is of God; that we might 


Know the things that are freely given to us of God. 


Therefore, being juſtified by faith we have peace 


"With God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By 


whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into that grace 
wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God.---And hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe 
the love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by 
And 
wherever this Spirit is, there will not only be love, 
put alſo joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, fidelity, meekneſs and temperance.---And 
hereby we know that we are of the truth, and ſhall 
aſſure our hearts before him. For if our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and 
Knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn 
- not, then have we confidence towards God. 

* This experimental knowledge of the forgiveneſs 
of ſin, is eſſentially neceſſary to our being truly 
happy. Without it there muſt be a conſciouſneſs 
of guilt, a ſenſe of the diſpleaſure of God, and a 
fearful looking for of judgment.---The law ſtill 
threatens, and the thoughts of death affright the 
guilty ſoul. Nothing but bad principles or a dif- 
fipated life, could render our being ſupportable in 
fuch a miſerable condition. But the ſcriptures re- 
preſent Chriſtians as happy in having a ſenſe of the 


Divine favour, as rejoicing in God, and as being 


Qclivered from the fear of death. So we read, O 


Lord, I will praiſe thee : though thou waſt angry 


Wich me, thine anger is turned away, and thou 
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Pentecoſt, we find the Apoſtles conſtantly ſpeak. ? 
ing of the forgiveneſs of fins, and the knowledge 
of it, not as a peculiar favour beſtowed only ona 
diſtinguiſhed few, but as the common privilege of 
every true believer. So Saint Paul, writing to the 
Chriſtians at Epheſus,* without any exception, 
uſes theſe words, We have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 


riches of his grace. And in his epiſtle to the 


Coloſhans,h he expreſſes himſelf in the fame man- 
ner: Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption | 
through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins. It 
would far exceed our time to quote the numerous 2 ; 
paſſages, where, either in direct terms, or by the 
faireſt implication, he ſpeaks the ſame things. 
Saint John alſo, when writing to the very loweſt 
claſs of chriſtian Believers, adopts ſimilar language: N 
© I write unto you, little children, becauſe your 4 


”o © 


fins are forgiven you for his name's ſake. 


How this may be known is likewiſe clearly 
pointed out in a multitude of Scriptures. & He | 
that belfeveth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs 4 
in himſelf.--We know that we are of God---for 3 
the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our fpirit, that 
we are the children of God. Now if any man have 


not the. Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.---Exa- 
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mine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 
your ownlelves: know ye not your ownfelves, how 


that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates. 
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Wow we have received, not the ſpirit of the world, 


t the Spirit which 1s of God; that we might 
| how the things that are freely given to us of God. 
Therefore, being juſtified by faith we have peace 


With God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By 


hom alſo we have acceſs by faith into that grace 
Wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
God.---And hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe 
e love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by 
And 
wherever this Spirit is, there will not only be love, 
Int alſo joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
meſs, fidelity, meekneſs and temperance,---And 

hereby we know that we are of the truth, and ſhall 

ure our hearts before him. For if onr heart 

ondemn us, God is greater than our heart, and 
Enoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn 
us not, then have we confidence towards God. 


This experimental knowledge of the forgiveneſs 


of ſin, is eſſentially neceſſary to our being truly 
happy. Without it there muſt be a conſciouſneſs 
of guilt, a ſenſe of the diſpleaſure of God, and a 


Fearful looking for of judgment.---The law till 


threatens, and the thoughts of death affright the 
guilty ſoul. Nothing but bad principles or a diſ- 
fipated life, could render our being ſupportable in 
fuch a miſerable condition. But the ſcriptures re- 


I preſent Chriſtians as happy 1 in having a ſenſe of the 
3 en favour, as rejoicing in God, and as being 
| A Welivered from the fear of death. So we read, O 
3 Z Ee, I will praiſe thee : 


though thou waſt angry 
ich me, thine anger is turned away, and thou 
| C 2 comfortedſt 


1 


comfortedſt me. We alſo joy in God, through ' 4 


our Lord Jefus Chriſt, by whom we have now re- 4 


ceived the atonement.---Whom having not ſeen, 
we love; in whom though we now ſee him not, yet 
believing, we rejoice with joy unſpeakable and ful! 
of glory.---For Chriſt hath redeemed us from the 3 
curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us; that 
through death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 


them who through fear of death were all their life- 


time (till then) ſubject to bondage.—-Senſible of 
this deliverance, and exulting in the triumph of 
faith, we can cry out, with the Apoſtle, O death. 

where is thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy iter: | i 


The fling of death is fin ; and the ſtrength of fin is 


the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth us the J 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Hence 3 
the knowledge of ſalvation, by the remiſſion of fins, 


is the Chriſtian Believer's undeniable prerogative. © 


We believe, ſecondly, that all Chriſtians expe- 
rience communion with God, though not all in the 
ſame degree, nor with the ſame Readineſs. On RR 


this head alſo, the Scriptures are perfectly explicit. 


Thus our bleſſed Lord praying for all that ſhould 3 3 


believe, points out this great privilege ;---That they 


all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and | 
in thee; that they alſo may be one in us :---And 


the glory which thou gaveſt me, I have given them: 


that they may be one, even as we are one. 80 1 ; 
Saint Paul to the Corinthians :---He that is joined 
unto the Lord is one Spirit.---And, Ye are the tem- 


ple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. 
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He alſo reminds the Epheſians, that through Chriſt, 


; | whether they had been Jews or Gentiles before, as 
© believers, they both had acceſs by one Spirit unto 


the Father.---Saint John likewiſe bears teſtimony 
to this important truth :---That which we have ſeen 
and- heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo may 


3 have fellowſhip with us: (that is, the ſame fellow- 


ſhip with God which we have) and truly our fellow- 
ſhip is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. If we ſay that we have fellowſhip with 


5 him, and walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do not the 
truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 


light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and 
the blood of Jefus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 
all fin.---For, whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God. And we have known and believed the love 
that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
---And hereby know we that we dwell in him, and 

he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his Spirit. 
This blefſed union with God implies that we 
know him, and that we feel a pleaſing ſenſe of his 
preſence, We can have no fellowſhip with an un- 
known God.---This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. But this knowledge of God 
1s not theoretical. For, as he is an infinite Spirit, 
he is not an obje& of our outward ſenſes : nor can 
the unaſſiſted Reaſon of man form any juſt notion 
of him. Being alſo efſentially holy, and the hu- 
man mind being darkened by fin, the natural man 
receiveth 
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receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. But 
he that is ſpiritual diſcerneth all (the) things (of 
the Spirit,) yet he himſelf is diſcerned of no (natural) 
man. To know God aright there muſt be a diſpo- 
fition ſuited to the object. -Without holineſs no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord. But bleſſed are the pure 
in heart; for they ſhall fee God. Theſe having 
put off the old man with his deeds, and having 
put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs :---and being 
renewed in the ſpirit of their mind; they behold, 


by faith, the face of God in righteouſneſs : they 


awake with his likeneſs and are ſatisfied. Thus in 
his light they ſee light: They are wiſe with his 
wiſdom, holy with his holineſs, and happy in his 
1 
Should it be objected- All this is true, as it re- 
ſpected the primitive Chriſtians; but there is no 
ſuch thing now; theſe bleſſings being only inten- 
ded to ſtrengthen their Faith till Chriſtianity ſnould 
be eſtabliſhed in the world. I anſwer--- 
1. If it could be proved from ſcripture, that the 
firſt Chriſtians were to enjoy the exclus:ve priuileges 


of knowing the forgiveneſs of ſin, and having com- 
munion with God, it would prove too much: 


namely, that the firſt Chriſtians alone were bound 
to perform the duties enjoined therein. For, by 
what rule of logic, or criticiſm, can it be proved, 
that we are bound to perform the duties deſcribed 
and enjoined in the Bible, and yet be denied the 

| privileges 
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5 privileges mentioned therein ? eſpecially, as the 


© enjoyment of thoſe privileges is expreſsly ſaid to be 
1 neceſſary in order to the right performance of thoſe 
duties? Without me, ſaith Chriſt,* ye can do nothing. 


FN That is, as the context ſhews, without the aſſiſ- 
E tance of my Spirit, ye can no more bear fruit to the 
glory of God, than a branch can bear grapes when 
1 broken off from the vine. No man can come to 


me, except the Father which hath ſent me draw 
: him.” Either then we muſt be drawn by the Fa- 
ther, that is, diſpoſed by the Spirit of God, or we 
cannot come to Chriſt. And we muſt either know 
and enjoy what the firſt Chriſtians did, or we can- 
=o glorify God in the fame manner, In the latter 


© caſe the Scriptures would only ſerve to tantalize 


zus, by ſhewing us how bleſſed a ftate Believers 
were in at the commencement of our holy religion, 


leaving us to lament that our fituation was fo 


* much inferior to theirs. This would alſo invert 
the order of God, in whoſe diſpenſations, from 
4 the firſt opening of the covenant of grace, we con- 

ſtantly obſerve the greater following the leſs, till 


25 | | life and immortality were brought to light by the 


Goſpel. Beſides, as the Scriptures repreſent the 
things treated of in them, as of the utmoſt impor- 
| tance to the human race; and as there is no nation 


mentioned where, nor time fixed when, they ſhall 
4 bi + ecaſe to be binding, you muſt either give up the 


Bible, as it gives you no authority to ſeparate its 


= injundtions and its privileges, or you muſt allow, 
that what was Christianity once, is, and will be Chris- 


tianity | 
* John XV, 1-8, d John vi. 445 
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tianity every where, and at all times. And that, if 
we be not ſuch Chriſtians now, as would have 
been admitted into the Church at Jeruſalem 1mme- 
diately after the day | of” Pentecoſt, we are not 
right in the ſight of God, nor fit for the kingdom 
of heaven. And, | 
2. With regard to Christianity FRG establisſied in 
the world ; it may be aſked, Where is the country 
in which it is eſtabliſhed ? It is indeed eſtabliſhed 
on paper in many countries: But Christianity can- 
not be ſaid to be eſtabliſhed among Drunkards, 
Swearers and Liars; among Harlots and Whore- 
mongers, Adultcrers and Adultereſſes; among 
Cheats, Thieves and Perjured Perſons. And, alas! 
what Country, City or Town, but abounds with 
ſuch! And if a comparative few are free from all 
theſe, are they not, generally, Proud, Self-willed, 
Lovers of Pleaſure and not Lovers of God? Are 
they not Self-righteous, having barcly a Form of 
Godlineſs, but denying the Power thereof ? Look 
arround you in this Kingdom, which I will not 
ſuppoſe the worſt in the world, is vital Godlineſs, 
ſcriptural Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed throughout this 
Land? Do not the vices I have named, abound 
every where ? And that ſuch perſons as are guilty 
of any of theſe, cannot be true Chriſtians, is clear, 
from the expreſs teſtimony of God's word: (1 Cor 
6. 11. ) © Know: ye not that the unrighteous ſhal 
not inherit the, Kingdom of God ? Be not deceived 
neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, n- 
effemimate, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, n. 
drunkards, nor reuilers, nor extortioners, ſhall in 
he: 3 
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From all blindness of heart; from pride, vain- glory, 
ind hypocrtsy , from envy, hatred, and malice, and 
40 uncharitableness, Good Lord deliver us. But are 
Wl who approve of, and join in uſing this peti- 
Ron, in earneſt for its accompliſhment ? Are not 
gens of thouſands, who have uſed it for many years, 
Juſt as much under the power of blindneſs of heart, 
pride, vain- glory, and hypocriſy as ever they were? 
Are they not as ſubject to envy, hatred malice, and 
all uncharitableneſs, as if ſuch a petition did not 
exiſt? And even where ſome pains are taken to 
repreſs theſe, do not many truſt in themſelves that 
they are righteous? Do not multitudes in this 
mation, as really depend upon the merit of their 
on performances for eternal ſalvation, as the per- 
ſons of old, whom our Lord calls whited walls and 
pointed ſepulchres? And to whom he ſaid---Ye 
= | D | ſerpents, 
. * See alſo, 1 Tim, i. 9, 10. And vi, 35. 


x 1 rit the kingdom of God. And let none imagine 
4 bat by inheriting the Kingdom of God is meant 
4 erely that ſuch cannot go to Heaven when they 
4 je, though that is true; but the meaning here is, 
2 ey are not, they cannot be real Chriſtians ; for 
; adds---And ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are 
I . jashed, but ye are sandtiſied, but ye are justiſied 
* Mm the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
3 our God.”* And as touching the tempers that 
4 tenerally prevail, even where ſome decency is ob- 
5 ferved in the outward behaviour, are not theſe per- 
* 3 Fay inconſiſtent with real Religion ? A con- 
"> Fiction of this made the pious compilers of our 
* 8 Excellent Litany put in this petition againſt them 
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ſerpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye eſcape | 


the damnation of hell? Of whom alſo he warns 
us, that except our righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall 
in no cale enter into the kingdom of heaven ! 

3. If we add to theſe facts, that Unbelief prevails 
throughout (what by a figure of ſpeech, is called) 


the Chriſtian world, perhaps, more than ever it 


did; that Dezsm and Materialism are ſpreading daily, 
eſpecially among the youth of the higher circles of 


life, it muſt appear to every conſiderate perſon a a 


point of the utmoſt moment, to have an experimen- 


tal proof, that we are not following cunningly de- 


viſed fables. The more ſo, as this is the strongest, 


indeed, all things conſidered, the only uſeful evi- 
dence of the truth of our holy religion. For, 


whatever evidence we have beſides, if we have not 
an experimental proof that the things recorded in 


the ſcriptures are true, we ſhall be no gainers by | 
Chriſtianity. It is the more neceſſary for us to 8 
inſiſt upon this now, as numbers who have the care > | 
of ſouls, are ſo far from icaching the people the | 
good and the right way, that they do not know it ©? 
themſelves, nay, are bitter enemies to it, witneſs 


both the pulpit and the preſs !* 


* See the Biſhop of St. David's moſt excellent Charge to the 3 | 
Clergy of his Dioceſe, delivered at his primary Viſitation in the 
year 1790. The following extract will ſhew his Lordſhip's ſenti- 7 


ments on this point, and juſtify my remark. 
Some erroneous maxims are gone abroad, which, for ſeveral 
years paſt, if my obſervations deceive me not, have very much 


governed the condutt of the parochial Clergy in the miniſtration 
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upon the whole, what is there in this experience 


Pe Hat is not ſtrictly rational? If the holy Scriptures 
4 true, which we now take for granted, and if we 
1 ke the advice therein given, is there any thing 
Fo reaſonable in our enjoying the unſpeakable bleſ- 
* gs which we find promiſed to ſuch perſons ? 
pals The changes which daily take place in our judg- 
= ments of many things with which we are concerned, 
* nd the effects produced thereby in the ſenſations 
uly, of our hearts, are ſufficient to prove the poſſibility 
$ of and reaſonableneſs of chriſtian experience. Love 
3s hd Hatred, are frequently felt toward the ſame 
4 D 2 object, 
_ che word, One is, That the Laity, the more illiterate eſpecially, 
gest, ˖ ve little concern with the myſteries of revealed religion, provided 
evi- they be attentive to its duties, Another is, That praftical reli- 
For, n and morality are one and the ſame thing : that moral duties 
not wh the whole, or by far the better part of Chriſtianity. 
28 & Both theſe maxims are erroneous, Both, as far as they are 
Wecived, have a pernicious influence on the miniſtry of the word, 
by pe firſt, moſt abſurdly ſeparates praftice from the motives of 
to s practice, The ſecond, adopting that ſeparation, reduces practical 
care Rriſlianity to heathen virtue; and the two, taken together, have 
the 4 uch contributed to diveſt our ſermons of the genuine ſpirit, and 
i 4 our of chriſtianity, and to reduce them to mere moral essays : 
i which moral duties are enforced, not, as indeed they might be 
nels good purpoſe, by ſcriptural motives, but by ſuch arguments, 
as no where appear to ſo much advantage as in the writings of the 
pon heathen moraliſts, and are quite out of their place 1 in the pulpit. 
4 Thus, under the influence of theſe two pernicious maxims, it too 
o the 4 Ilten happens, that we loſe ſight of that which is our proper office, 
n the 1 to publiſh the word of reconciliation, to propound the terms of 
enti- ace and pardon to the penitent; and we make no other uſe of 
eee high commiſhon that we bear, than to come abroad one day 
veral 42 5 the ſeven, dreſſed in ſolemn looks, and in the external garb of 
nuch Plineſs, to be the APES of EPI CTETUS.“ Arminian Maga- 
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object, viewed in different lights. joy and Sorrow 
are felt on account of the very ſame occurrences, © 
owing to an alteration in our opinion reſpecting 
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them. We feel Hope and Fear from one and the 
fame cauſe, by reaſon of ſome change having taken 4 


place in the notions we had formed of its nature 


and properties. In ſhort, the thing that excite; | 


the moſt ardent Deſire one hour, may the nent 
- excite the moſt determined Averſion, being no 


longer in our conception what we before though: | 


it. Theſe undeniable operations of our ſpeculative 


and active powers, are not more ſelf-evident, than 7 
chriſtian experience is to the perſon who has it. 


| But he that has it not, is not, cannot be a judge of 


what it is. Suppoſe a man never to have felt 
hunger or thirſt, could all the reaſoning in the 


world give him a juſt notion of theſe appetites! 


Does not every one know that theſe, and many | 
things beſides, can only be known by being felt. 


To apply this to the different ſtages of religion: 
If a careleſs ſinner, accuſtomed to follow his own 


inclinations without any fear of God, ſhould hear 


or read, He that committeth fin is of the Devil; 
and The ſoul that finneth it ſhall die;“ is it pol. 
{ible for him ſeriouſly to think of the vaſt impor- 
tance of theſe awful ſentences without feeling ſome 
uneaſineſs? and in proportion to the attention | 
paid to the ſubject, muſt not his uneaſineſs increale 


from fimple fear to horror and anguiſh of ſpirit ! 


A clear view of the holineſs and juſtice of God, 


and of his own ſinfulneſs, would excite ſuch ſen- 


tations in his ſoul, as the convicted Jews felt on 1 
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ehe day of Pentecoſt, when they wete pricked in 
Their heart, and cried, Men and brethren what 


8 nall we do ? or as the Jailor at Philippi felt, when 
2 the earthquake ſhook the foundations of the prifon, 
* and cauſed him to come trembling to Paul and 
g Silas, ſaying, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? 


Should a man, like Saul of Tarſus, be alive 


& without the knowledge of the Law, and be full of 
ſelf. righteouſneſs, be good in his own eſteem, and 
expecting heaven for his own merit; 
Jan one, to diſcover the imperfection of his obedi- 
* ence to the divine law, how acute muſt be the 
pain of his mind in conſequence of this diſcovery ! 
Ho different is this experience from cold ſpecu- 
lation! 


ſuppoſe ſuch 


When the underſtanding contemplates the 


© Deity with philoſophic calmneſs, the grandeur of 


his eternity, immenſity, power and wildom, fills 
the ſoul with ſublime ideas. 
him at a diſtance, as a Being with whom we have 
little to do, the elevation of our thoughts may con- 


And while we view 


| tinue to pleaſe our imagination. The poetic de- 


I | ſcriptions of Jehovah, as bowing the Heavens, 
making the Clouds his Chariot, and walking upon 
x the Wings of the Wind, may charm our fancy, and 


* excite nameleſs ſenſations in the enchanted paſſions. 
But when all this glory is viewed only as the glory 


—_ 
 {en- _ 


of the Judge going to paſs the ſentence of death 
upon the guilty finner, how changed are all our 
feelings! The Wiſdom with which we were de- 
lighted, now fills us with terror, becauſe we can- 
not ſhun its penetration. The Power and Great- 


nels upon which we meditated with pleaſure, now 


caule 
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cauſe the moſt painful apprthenſions, ariſing from 
conſcious guilt and conſcious weakneſs. In the 
former caſe, like Job when endeavouring to juſtify 
himſelf, each of us may ſay to our Maker, * I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear.”---In the 
latter, like him when convinced of his ſinful con- 
dition, every awakened ſoul may cry out, now 
mine eye ſeeth thee ; wherefore I abhor myfelf; 
and repent in duſt and aſhes.” How ſenſible are 
thefe changes !---How clear 1s this Experience ! 
Again, ſhould a perſon filled with religious con- 
cern become acquainted with the bleſſed truths of 
the Goſpel ; ſhould he perceive the infinite fulneſs 
of merit that is in Chriſt ; and ſhould he read and 
underſtand ſuch encouraging paſſages as theſe, 
* Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners, 
of whom I am chef.---Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reft.---And him that cometh to me, I will in no 


wile caſt out.” How would he be aſſiſted to 


look for mercy! Suppoſe him to reaſon and pray 
thus: Theſe promiſes are given to encourage dil- 
treſſed ſinners to expect forgiveneſs. - They are 


made to the chief of ſinners. None ſhall be rejec- 


ted who come petitioning the throne of grace.---I 
am the chief of ſinners---I have nothing to pay, and 
nothing to plead of my own.---I feel my fins a 
burden---I lift up my guilty foul, O God, to thy 
tremendous throne, and acknowledge thy juſtice 
ſhouldſt thou cut me off by death, and plunge me 


into endleſs miſery. But I plead thy Love in giving 


thine only Son to die for me ; I plead his all-ſuſh- 
| cient 
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Kent ſacrifice, with which thou art well-plealed :--- 
F plead thy faithfulneſs to accompliſh thy promiſes 
which thou haſt cauſed my ſoul to hope.---Thou 
ilt be gracious to me; O Lord, be merciful and 


Pardon! Thou wilt pardon even me; God my 


Saviour, take away my burden and give me reſt ; 
Shou wilt hear me, thou doſt even now draw 
Wy ſpirit to thyſelf ; thou wilt deliver my ſoul 

om death, mine eyes from tears and my feet from 
ig and I ſhall walk before God in the light of 
the living. While the ſoul is thus reaſoning with 
Pod, and praying and ſtriving to believe as direc- 


| 5 in the Goſpel, either the New Teſtament is a 


fable, (which is not poſſible) or ſuch humble peni- 
ents muſt find deliverance. But this deliverance 
Bannot take place without being felt. Whether 
6 ſorrow be turned into joy in a moment, like a 
aſh of lightning, as appears to have been the caſe 

ith the trembling Jailor, and with many in the 
Goſpel, and which many of us are living witneſſes 
of ; or whether the peace of God that paſſeth all 
underſtanding gently diffuſe itſelf throughout the 
Ryeetly yielding ſpirit, like the gradual riſing of the 


dun, in either caſe the ſoul is conſcious of the 


Change. And is there any thing enthuſiaſtic or ir- 
rational in this experience? If we allow even the 
being of a God, we muſt in reaſon ſuppoſe him to 
Have power to move upon the ſouls he has made ; 


Þ and if ſo, where is the difficulty of his making known 
"22215 love to thoſe who are properly diſpoſed to re- 
3 Eeive it? Surely the body can no more obſtruct 
Ihe divine operations than a ſhaddow can obſtruct 


a perſon's 


(32) 


a perſon's walking through it. And certainly we 
ought to make the trial to obtain this bleſſed ex- 
perience in the way God has pointed out, before 
we dare to conclude that it is all a deluſion. If 
we preſumptuouſly attempt to make our depraved 
reaſon the only guide that we will follow, and re- 
je the counſel of God, it muſt be againſt our own 


ſouls. God every where puts honour upon his own 
word. And they alone, who humbly and earneſtly | 


endeavour to do his will, ſhall know of the doc- 


trines whether they be of God. And the degree of a 
our experience muſt depend upon our entering by 


mighty faith into the very ſpirit of God in and by 
the word. Without this we cannot tell the mean- 
ing of many portions of ſcripture. Thus, if we 
have but a ſmall meaſure of faith, we can ſee but 


a little of that fulneſs of joy that is in God's pre- 


lence, and taſte but a little of that pleaſure which 
is at his right hand for evermore. We ſhall feel 
but little love, and enjoy but a {mail portion of 
heavenly peace. We ſhall often waver and grow 
faint in our minds. The oppoſite evils to all the 


graces of the Spirit will perplex us, and a partial | 


falvation will be the utmoſt of our attainment. 
But if, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto thoſe things which are be- 
fore, we preſs through all oppoſition, toward the 
mark, for the prize of our high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, we ſhall prove the greatneſs of the 
Goſpel-privileges. If we keep the eye of faith 
ſteadily fixed upon the promiſes, being firmly per- 
luaded that, faithful is he who made them, and he 

| will 
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1 fulfil them ; our views of ſpiritual things are 


y tre 2 gare, we take a faſter hold of eternal life, and 

Ex- erience ſuch divine ſtrength, as makes us more 
fore 3% 0 n conquerors in all our combats with the powers 
Ik I darkneſs. When the humble ſoul loſes itſelf in 
aved 4 . eſerved reſignation to the will of God, victorious 
1 re- 1 ch leads on triumphant love, meridian evidence 
own q ts doubt to flight, and ardent hope anticipates the 
own © n ies.” Nor is it more our privilege than our duty, 
eſtly f 0 ſtrive to be like Chriſt in the whole of our diſ- 
doc- Dſition. To be ſanctiſied throughout in ſpirit, 
e of | and body; riſing ſuperior to the world, the 
; by em and the devil, till perfect love caſting out all 
1 by rmenting fear, we are filled with all the fulneſs 
ean- God, and enabled to rejoice evermore, to pray 
'we | mithout ceaſing, and in every thing to give thanks. 
but Ind can any thing be more perfectly conformable 
pre- right reaſon than this experience ? or any thing 
nich | hore to be defired? It is this that gives us 


feel truc dignity of ſoul.---Sharing the glory of the 


| of Ynly Begotten of the Father, and ſhining as lights 
row in a benighted world.---To reſemble our Maker and 
the enjoy him, is the higheſt ſtate of excellence to 


tial PRWhbich we can in time or in eternity be exalted. In 
ent. Fe, this is the ſum of Chriſtian Experience: it is 
nd, Feeling the truth ;---it is handling the word of life ;---it 


is tasting that the Lord is gracious ;---it is Grace in 
Nature ;---it is HEAVEN upon EARTH ;---it is GOD 
in MAN ! | 

1III. Having largely conſidered what we mean 
by Experience, let us now attend to the Practice of 
. E 2 thoſe 


= OTIS — — 
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ſo as not willingly to give offence to Jews or Gen- 


not they ſhould do to them. In ſhort, all who 


of a Chriſtian Believer their own, will be barmleſs, 


of every poſſible ſort, and as far as it is poſſible to 


( 


thoſe who enjoy it, or who are earneſtly deſiring 
and ſeeking it. | 

1. It will be but ſaying little to obſerve, that, 
they aim at being inoffenſive. Not that it is poſ- 
ſible in the preſent ſtate of things, but offences 
will come. But certainly all who have any claim 
to the loweſt degree of the Experience juſt deſcri- 
bed, will carefully watch their words and actions, 


tiles, or the Church of God. They are not buſy 
bodies in other men's matters. They ſtudy to be 
quiet and do their own buſineſs, exerciſing them- 
ſelves to have always a conſcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men ; endeavouring as 
much as in them lieth, to live peaceably with all 
men. They take all poſſible care not to diſturb 
either the Families, or the Neighbourhood where 
they live. It would ſeem almoſt needleſs to obſerve 
that ſuch do not take God's name in vain; get 
drunk; or give way to any ſpecies of lewdneſs; 
but they likewiſe avoid all quarrelling, brawling, 
evil-ſpeaking, all diverſions which are not to the 
glory of God; or any thing that would injure the 
perſons, the property, or the character of any one; 
the going in debt without a probability of paying 
it, or doing to others in any thing as they would 


have any ſolid foundation to think the experience 


quiet people. | | 
2. All ſuch will likewiſe endeavour to do good 


all 


1 


1 Fall men. They ſee and feel the force of our Lord's 
words: Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that 
WW. may ſee your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. And thoſe of Saint 
paul, This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things J 
tt will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they which 


Shave believed in God, might be careful to main- 


4 ain good works: theſe things are good and pro- 


#* Y 


» 1 
4 


Wfitable unto men. And the grace of God, teacheth 
us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly deſires, 
e ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
his preſent world. Likewiſe thoſe of Saint Peter, 
ocarly beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers and 
3 by pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly deſires, which war 
7» 1 gainſt the ſoul: having your converſation honeſt 
by 0 among the Gentiles: that whereas they ſpeak 
gainſt you as cvil-doers, they may by your good 
orks which they ſhall behold, glorify God in the 
ay of viſitation. To inſtance in a few particulars. 
WT hoſe who believe the Doctrines we preach, and 
njoy the Experience we plead for, will be in every 
ind merciful after their power: To the Bodies 
5p Wl their fellow-creatures, by giving food to the 
angry, clothes to the naked, and by viſiting or | 
eelping them that are ſick or in priſon ; particularly, 
Ws Saint James ſpeaks) the fatherleſs and widows 
; their aſfliftion. In order to this, they will be 
ligent in buſineſs, and faithful to the unrighteous 
ammon; neither ſquandering their ſubſtance in - 
5 otous 1 — like tlie prodigal ſon; nor like the 
5 profitable ſervant, hiding their talent in a nap- 
by laying up unneceſſary treaſures upon earth. 
ds E 2 But 
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But exerting their abilities, their fubſtance, and 


their influence, not grudgingly, nor of neceſſity, 
but with a ready mind, it is their conſtant wiſh to 
make all around them happy, imitating their Diving 
Exampler who went about doing good, remember- 
ing the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It 


is more bleſſed to give than to receive. Should 
ſuch be poor themſelves, as is often the caſe, (for 
God hath generally choſen the poor of this world) 


and have nothing to ſpare, yet they can join others, 


who have this world's goods, and ſhew their love i 
to mankind by ſtriving to do good to their ſouls: # 
by inſtructing, reproving, or exhorting all they i 
have any intercourſe with : trampling under foot 
that enthuſiaſtic doctrine of devils, that We are 


not. to do good, unleſs our hearts be free to it.“ 

3. To their works of mercy, they add works of 
piety. They do not forſake the aſſembling them. 
ſelves together to pray to their heavenly Father, to 
Join in his praiſes, to hear his word, and to partake 


of the Lord's ſupper. They do not imagine, lik: : 
ſome conceited Fanatics, that any degree of grace 
will ever raiſe them, while in the body, above th: 
neceſſity of uſing all the outward ordinances of God ; 


They are alſo conſcientiouſly exact in the perfor 


mance of Family and Private Duties. And «WA 
touching their perſonal conduct, they endeavou F 
to commend themſelves to every man's conſcienc: 
in the ſight of God; ayoiding all needleſs ſclf-i 
dulgence, denying themſelves and taking up the! 2 £ 
croſs daily; laying aſide every weight, and the i: 
which doth ſo cafily beſet them, and running wit: 
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5 patience the race; that i is ſet before them. Labour- 
900 ing continually as Huſbands or Wives, Parents or 
Children, Maſters and Miſtreſſes or Servants, to 


fill up their ſtations, adorning the doctrine of God 
their Saviour in all things. In a word, having im- 
bibed a portion of the Spirit of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
they ſtrive to walk as he alſo walked. 

IV. It only remains that we take a view of the 
Diſcipline, which for many years we have found 
of great uſe, in preſerving our people together. 
On this head I need ſay but little, as then are 
printed, and well known to many of you. But 1 
will juſt obſerve, that every part of our Diſcipline 
is agreeable to the holy Scriptures, and is briefly 
contained in the following particulars.--- 

1. All who are in connexion with us meet in what 
we call a Claſs: That is, from twelve to about 
twenty members, having a perſon of more experi- 
ence than the others (who is termed the Leader) to 
watch over them, meet together once a week, at 
the time and place moſt convenient to them. The 
Leader gives out a few verſes of a hymn, which 
they all join in ſinging. He then makes a ſhort 
prayer; after which he converſes with each mem- 
ber about Chriſtian experience, giving ſuitable ad- 
vice to all, and again they ſing and pray, concluding 
all in about an hour, And are not theſe meetings 
agreeable botl to the Old Teſtament and the N ew? 
In the dark ſtate of the Jewiſh Church, when both 
People and Prieſts were in general ( as is too much 
the caſe now) careleſs, and even wicked; Then, 
faith the Prophet Ma! achi, they that feared the 


Lord, 
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Lord, ſpake often one to another, and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it, and a book of remem- 
brance was written before him, for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his name.” And 
to meetings of this kind, we conceive the Apoſtle 
Paul alludes, where he adviſes the Coloſſians thus : 
Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all 
wiſdom ; teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” And 
where this company is thought too large to ſpeak 
their minds freely, many meet alſo once a week in 
ſmaller companies called Bands, conſiſting of four 
or five perſons, men with men, and women with 
women. Nothing can be more ſimple than theſe 
meetings. And we think the Apoſtle James's words 
are beſt underſtqod, by ſuppoſing ſomething of 
this kind,. Confeſs your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another that ye may be healed.” 
But let it be well obſerved, there is nothing in theſe 


aſſemblies like the confeſſion of fin to a Prieſt, in - 


order to obtain abſolution from him; but the 
fpeaking freely of their ſtate of mind to one another, 
that they may know how to rejoice with thoſe that 
rejoice, and to weep with thoſe that weep, which 
they could not do without ſome acquaintance with 
each other's condition, 

2. In large Places the Miniſter meets the n 
all together, on Sunday Evenings after public ſer- 
vice, and gives general or particular directions, ac- 
cording to the account he has received through the 
preceding week. He then alſo mentions any 
buſineſs 
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5 Pegel. that is to be done, reſpecting cider the 


Wpiritual or temporal concerns of the Society ; re- 
.es any remarkable accounts he may have heard of 
Ine proſperity of the work of God in other places, 
Wand concludes with prayer. Theſe meetings, when 
Wudiciouſly managed, are of admirable uſe. The 
People are frequently much refreſhed therein, and 


Yy heir union greatly ſtrengthened. 


3. To prevent our being impoſed upon by bad 
People, the Superintendent Miniſter, or another 
y his direction, meets every claſs ſeparately, once 
= quarter, and ſpeaks perſonally to each member. 
ET hoſe that have walked agreeable to the Goſpel the 
act quarter, receive Tickets, with a portion of 
8 cripture printed on them, alſo the Month and 
N ear, and a letter of the Alphabet, which being the 
ame in all places, an impoſtor can generally be 
Netected. And we conceive that ſomething of this 
a was uſed in the primitive Church, eſpecially 
when any of them went to ſtrange places. (“ Theſe 
ET eſſerz, as the ancients called them, being of juſt 
e ſame force with the commendatory letters men- 
| Poned by the Apoſtle.) Theſe are likewiſe of uſe 
0 other reſpects. By ſhewing theſe to the perſons 
Pointe to regulate the Society, Whenever it meets 
hart, it is eaſily known who are members. Theſe 
2 A Wſo furniſh us with an eaſy method of removing 
ny diſorderly member. He has no new Ticket at 
e quarterly viſitation, and hereby it is known, 
4 dat he is no longer of our community.“ 
2 ; 4. There are two other kinds of meetings which 
Fc obſerve, and which were both of ancient uſage. 
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* Theſe are Love-feaſts* and Watch-nights. . The 7 
former is alluded to by Saint Jude, verſe 12. where 
ſpeaking of the evil doers who aſſociated with the 
Chriſtians, he ſays, Theſe are ſpots in your feaſts 
of love. And of theſe it is generally ſappoſed 
Saint Peter ſpeaks, 2 Ep. ii. 13. At theſe,” which 
are kept in large Societies once a quarter, each per- 
ſon takes a bit of plain Cake and a little Water. 
We ſing a few hymns, two or three of the Mini- 
ters pray, and if any perſon has any thing particu- 
lar to ſay concerning Chriſtian Experience, none 
are hindered, if they be ſhort, as the whole ſhould 
conclude in about an hour and a half. But theſe 6 
have no relation at all to the Lord's Supper. The 
elements of the Lord's Supper are Bread and Winc, 
_ (which we receive exactly agreeable to the form i 
the Common-Prayer Book) whereas at the lovc- g 4 
feaſts we uſe only Cake and Water. The deſign 5 
being ſimply to teſtify our Chriſtian Love to each 
other. | bf 
The Watch-nights were anciently the Vigils kept i a 
on the Evenings preceding the grand Feſtivals. 
Our cuſtom is, about four times a year, in the large 
places, to meet between eight and nine at night, 
and after one of the Miniſters has preached, ſeveral i 
others pray and exhort, giving out at interval: WA 
ſuitable hymns, which the congregation join in 
ſinging, concluding at twelve o'Clock. Exceeding 
great are the bleſſings we find on theſe occaſion: WW 
They are times of great ſolemnity, and often tend E | 
WT A 


* Vide Plin, Ep. ad Traj. Lib. X. Ep. 9). Lard. Teſt, Heath, 9 4 I 
1. 9. P- 40. | 3 1 
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þ animate. our devotions, and ſtir up our minds 
à more earneſt concern for our eternal welfare. 
For the management of all temporal affairs, 
Pere are perſons of known piety, as well as having 
5 Fill in accounts, choſen, to whom the care of theſe 
| A aings is committed. Theſe Stewards, or (as they 
ere called in the primitive Church) Deacons, re- 
ive What money has been collected by the Lea- 
Pers in their Claſſes, either for the Poor, or for the 
XS xpences, of carrying on the work. They keep 
kat accounts of all they receive and diſburſe, 
Which accounts are audited once a quarter, when 
Mere is a meeting of the Miniſters of the Circuit 
* the Stewards from every place, at which 
eeting every thing relating to temporal concerns 
* $ publicly ſettled.* The Stewards being changed 
Every. two years, prevents jealouſies and evil- ſur- 
PNiſings, and gives every proper perſon in the 
Society an opportunity of ſerving in his turn. 
WM can be more reaſonable than this. If 


ing a Steward be an honour, why ſhould not all 
ho are capable, ſhare it? If it be a croſs, why 
Should not all take it up? 

| x 6. The laſt thing I ſhall mention which relates 
10 our Diſcipline, is the conſtant change of the 
Preachers. We read in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
3 in many of the Epiſtles, that the firſt Preachers 
* F 5 . 


* * Ie 5 
. TY j 
X * 2 \ 


Na *N. B. The other office among us, namely, that of the Trustees 
bf 2 egal concern. As Trustees of the Chapels, they have no 
1 authority at all to interfere either with the spiritual or temporal 
Heath 3 oncerns of the people, The firſt belongs to the Preachers and 
a las. The ſecond to the Preachers and Stewards, i 


brethren, or over the people; only ſome one muſt | 


ther it be Reproof, the being put from the office 


(44) 1 
went from place to place as the providence of Cod 
opened their way. And many years experience 
has proved to us the utility of this plan. The 
three Kingdoms are divided into a number of Dif. 
tris: each of theſe Diſtricts is divided into Cir. 
cuits: and each Circuit has two, three, or four 
Preachers, according to its ſituation and importance. 
Again each Circuit has a Superintendent,“ who 
has the care of every thing entruſted to him. Not 
that he is exempted from any part of the work, or 
has any temporal advantage from his office: Much 
leſs has he any power to lord it over either his 
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keep the various accounts of the Circuit, and ſee i 
that every thing be done agreeable to the Rules of 
the Society and the Minutes of the Conference. 
Every Diſtrict has a Chairman, to whom either Mini. 
ters or private Members may complain, in any caſe p 
that cannot be redreſſed in his own Circuit. The 
Chairman can then ſummon the Preachers of the 
Diſtrict, and their judgment is concluſive till the 

annual meeting of the Conference, (which conſiſt: ; 

of at leaſt one from every Circuit) whoſe decifion 
is final. At the Conference every Preacher's cha- 
rater is examined, and if any objection be proved 
againſt him, he receives ſuitable puniſhment, whe- 


x 1 


F 


of —— (if he have been in it) the being 
. ende 


* While the Rev. John Weſley lived, this Preacher was called 
che Aſſiſtant, on account of his aſhſting him, Now he is dead, 
that word is no longer ſenſe, ſeeing it has no relatiye to which it 
can with propriety be referred, 
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4 4 ſpended for a time, or entirely excluded. The 
| Miniſters are then ſtationed, according to the beſt 
= t that can be formed; where they are moſt 
ely to be uſeful, no one continuing above two 
ſucceſſively in one circuit, unleſs God has 
pleaſed to uſe him as the Inſtrument of a re- 
able revival; and even then, no one ever ſtays 
Dove the third year. Thus every thing is carried 
= with decency and order. The Quarterly Meet- 
ss are ſubje& to Diſtrict Meetings, and theſe 
e ſubject to the Conference, or General Aſſembly, 
er which, among us, there can be no control, 
nd from whoſe determinations there is no appeal. 
Such are the Doctrines, Experience, Practice, 
d Diſcipline of the People called Methodiſts.--- 
| a word, ſuch is MEeTHopism: Or, to ſpeak 
1. 1 ore properly, ſuch is CHRISTIANITY, as believed 
| d taught in our Connection. 
11. Let us conſider, Secondly, why we are 
4 3 very where ſpoken againſt. And let it be re- 
embered, that they were the Christians who were 
poken againſt in St. Paul's time. Nor do I know 
f pne reaſon why the Methodists are ſpoken againſt 
dow, but ſuch as cauſed the Christians to be ſpoken 
—againit then. The very term Mrnoptsr is not a 
ore ſtriking mark of reproach, in the eſteem of 
he ignorant and ungodly at preſent, than the term 
15 | 5 HRISTIAN Was, when firſt applied to the Diſci- 
les of Chriſt at Antioch.“ And if the ſufferings 
> 4 ff the primitive Chriſtians exceeded the ſufferings of 
Phe Methodiſts as 4 Body; yet, many Individuals 
_ F have 
* Aa. xi. 26. 
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have (not only had their property deſtroyed, but 3 
have) loſt their lives, in conſequence of the bar. 
barous manner in which they were treated, becauſe 5 W 
they dared to worſhip God according to the holy x 
Scriptures and the dictates of their own Conſciences! 3 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters have countenanced, yea, 
openly encouraged the ferocious Rabble in the per. 
petration of their lawleſs outrages.* In ſeveral 1 1 
places, Crimes, of which they were perfectly in- 
nocent, were laid to the charge of thoſe who wer: 15 
called Methodiſts, and they were forced to ſubmit 3 | 
to the ſavage fury of their cruel Perſecutors. The 5 
goods of ſome of our people have been fold in the 
open ſtreets, to pay fines which were levied upon 
them by virtue of the Conventicle Ad; an act which 
was not deſigned in its original inſtitution, for the 
baſe purpoſes to which it has, in theſe caſes, been 
proſtituted. And though, at prefent theſe violent 
proceedings are not ſo common; yet, the ſame 4 . 
malevolent ſpirit ſhews itſelf in the Converſation 
and Writings of our Enemies. Thus it was of old, 1 
a ceſſation of the rage of perſecution, did not hin- 
der the firſt Chriſtians from being every where ſpoken % 70 
againſt. Lies and flander were propagated con- 
cerning them, and men ſpake falſely all manner of 
evil concerning them for Chriſt's ſake. They þ 
were, out of derifion, called a Sef, (from Seco, to 
cut or divide) becauſe they ſeparated from the evil- 
doers of their time, and would not conform to the 
: | ſpirit 
* In proof of theſe aſſertions, ſee Nelſon's Journals, Mr. 


Welley's s Works, the Arminian Magazine, and Mr, Weley's 
Life by Dr, Coke and the Rev, Mr, Moore, 


I, but _ pirit, maxims, and cuſtoms of an ungodly world; 
e bar. Put choſe to keep cloſe to God and each other, in 
cauſe he way to the kingdom of heaven. The ſame 
holy Fauſe continues to produce the ſame effects. 
ences! Wherever any people determine to ſerve God in 
, yea, 2 * arneſt, they muſt expect oppoſition; and they 
e per. day think themſelves highly favoured, when they 
wveral Fare only ſpoken againſt. It is impoſſible to account 
y in. or this, without ſuppoſing either that there is 
were 4 M Womething bad in the Chriſtian Religion, which 
zbmit 3 ſtirs up Mankind to juſt indignation againſt its 
The $ profeſſors; or that there is ſomething in human 
n the | ature ſo exceedingly wicked, that it cannot bear 
upon thoſe who are good. Though the latter be ſuffi- 
rhichciently clear to us; yet, as there have been men 
Tr the corrupt enough to aſſert the former, it may be 
been * worth while briefly to inveſtigate the ſubject. 
olent I gy Only let it be obſerved, that in ſpeaking of op- 
Tame 4 & poſition, there is not the leaſt reference to the 
ation controverſies which men may have about religi- 
Fold, ous truth. As every man is' to give an account of 
hin- 3 > himſelf to God, every man has an indefeaſible, un- 
oY X N alienable right to think and ſpeak freely on all 
con ſubjects purely religious. And the Goſpel of Chriſt 
er of | gives no Man, nor Body of Men, whether Councils 
They 4 or Convocations, Parliaments or Kings, the leaſt 
0, to authority to hurt any human being on account of 
evil- . his religious opinions, or his mode of worſhip. 
the The ſmalleſt degree of coercion on account of re- 
. 3 W licion, is perſecution, than which nothing can be 
Mu, more contrary to the genius of the New Teſtament. 
ley's . If men in diſputing with each other ſuffer improper 


E 


tempers 
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tempers 10 lead them aſtray, or mix other thing: 
with religious ſubjects, ſo as to injure their neigh- 


bours, they are ſo far culpable, and religion is ſo 


far out of the queſtion. But as free inquiry is 
neceſſary to the, advancement of Religion, which 
being of the utmoſt importance to mankind, as it 
concerns their eternal intereſts ; it is depriving men 


of the deareſt of all privileges---it is robbing them 1 


of their natural birthright, to limit religious liberty 


by penal laws, or to lay the leaſt reſtraint on the 
conſcience of any man, in matters which concern 


only him and his God----It is interfering with the 
government of Chriſt, who is the only Head of the 


Church, to make men accountable, without their : £ 


own conſent, to any being but Him, for their reli- 
gious principles, ſo long as they do not interfere 
with the good of Civil Society. It is not therefore 
controverhal oppoſition that we are conſidering ; 
but the being hated and reviled-on account of being 
religious. But is there not ſomething. of bad ten- 
dency m our religion ? ſomething which naturally 
excites mankind every where to wu a" us ? 
This is the-queſtion. _ 
1. This we would hope is not . we bs 
lieve the Bible to be a divine revelation. The Jews 
perſecuted the followers of Chriſt with the greateſt 
bitterneſs; but they never charged them with being 
enthuſiaſts for believing Moſes and the Prophets. 
Neither did they pretend that the Chriſtians did not 
believe theſe writers to be divinely inſpired. The 
cafe is much the ſame at preſent, The holy Scrip- 
tures are generally received in this country as the 
word 


Bo 1 
sa of Cod; we receive them as ſuch ; therefore 
7 4 ought not to be blamed on this account. And 
Wet when we ſearch narrowly into the matter, we 
Pall find that this is one great cauſe of our enemies 
: 4 deing enraged. If they allow the authority of the 
Scriptures, we aſk no more. For the moſt part 
hey are aſhamed to refuſe us this; and as we con- 
end for nothing but what is ſcriptural ; we turn 
neir own weapons againſt them, by proving their 
ZEondu® to be inconſiſtent with theſe ſacred records, 
und this frequently ſtings them to reſentment. On 
his ground we are willing to face our moſt power- 
Ful adverſaries : Shew us that any thing for which 
e plead is not ſcriptural, and we will inſtantly 
enounce it. If ſo, why ſhould we be ſpoken 
gainſt by thoſe who profeſs to believe the Bible. 
* 2. Is it that we are thought enemies to Mora- 
Mit ity This is impoſſible, as every branch of the 
moſt refined morality is taught in the Goſpel, and 
eonſequently included in a Chriſtian's practice. It 
i true, we ſee clearly that Morality alone cannot 
5 bring us to heaven, becauſe it has nothing to do 
With heaven. Morality conſiſts in the duties which 
be- men owe to men, ariſing from their fityation in this 
life. Conſidering their mutual obligations as they 
== Rand related to each other, they ſee the neceſſity 
5 0 being ſtrictly honeſt, and of helping one another 
in trouble; becauſe no one loves to be injured, 
2 every one feels that he wants, or may want the 
kiſtance which another ſtands in need of. But 
ehe motives by which men are prompted to the 
Poare of ſe moral . ſpring from no 
higher 
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higher ſourſe than a regard to the good of Society, 3 
Whereas Religion, which conſiſts in love to God | 
and Man and Good Works, ſpringing from Faith 
in Chriſt, and with an eye to an eternal world, in- 3 
cludes the pureſt and moſt extenſive Morality; as 
the greater perfection includes the leſs.” Therefore, 
though nothing can be more certain, than that a 8 
man may be © irreproachable in his moral conduct. Y 
and at the ſame time be perfectly irreligious and 
profane. Irreligious and profane in that extreme, 
as to be in danger of being caſt at laſt into outer 
darkneſs, with his whole load of moral merit on 
his back; * yet, to make any pretenſions to the 
Chriſtian Religion, without being ſtrictly moral, 
is * vain and scandalous. Vain, becauſe ſuch pre- 
tenders want the ſubſtance of Religion, i. e. ſuch 
uniform piety as ſhould produce obedience : Scan- 
dalous, becauſe they diſhonour Religion, and vilify * 5 
Chriſtianity in the eſteem of the world.“) There 2 7 
is therefore no ſhadow of reaſon for charging us, 
or any true Chriſtians with the want of a proper 
regard for Morality. But 

3. Are there not ſome evils conſequent on our 
manner of proceeding, which cauſe. us to be ſpoken 
againſt? It highly concerns us to clear ourſelves 
from this charge. And, thanks to Divine 'Good- 
nels, it is eaſily done. If our enimies knew any 
evil of us, we have had ſufficient proof of their 
willingneſs to expoſe us, by making it public. 
We wiſh not to have any mercy from thoſe who 

u | watch 
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ech over us for evil. We ſay to all ſuch, Which 
\ you convinceth us of fin? While they prove 
thing, we take it for granted, they cannot. To be 
ittle more particular, let us conſider this point, 
i. As to Individuals.---It is certain Drunkards 
ve become ſober ; Liars have learned to {peak the 
th---indeed, ſinners of every deſcription have 
n converted from the error of their ways, by our 
ieans. But where is the inſtance of one perſon 
coming vicious in any reſpect through Methodiſm, 
ho was virtuous before? I believe there never 
Was an inſtance of this kind. And in the judgment 
N every candid perſon this muſt be greatly in our 
Vvour. It is poſſible there may be bad people 
nong us. It would be a miracle, if, among a hun- 


duch # 2 thouſand people, in a world like this, there 
uch 


Scan- 2 Poſpel. But as all ſuch are abſolutely excluded from 


Nur Society as ſoon as they are diſcovered, it would 


ere none to be found who ated contrary to the 


ccount. Beſides, if a few were found in every 


{graced their profeſſion, this could no more, in 


BY be charged upon Methodism, than the fin of 
Ananias and Sapphira at Jeruſalem, and that of 


the inceſtuous perſon at Corinth, could upon 
WC hrixtianiy, Or than Robbery and Murder can be 


ee upon our excellent Liturgy, becauſe moſt 
Jof the Robbers and Murderers who are hanged, Pr: 


E profels under the Gallows, that, they are Members 
% the Church of England !* 


G 2. Examine 
* Vide Newgate Regiſter, and Dying Speeches, paxsim, 


Sore * 
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2. Examine this matter, as it concerns Familie, 3 
Thouſands of families, as well as tens of thouſand, 
of individuals, have been delivered not only fron 
fin and wickedneſs, but alſo from wretchednej 
and poverty, by the inſtrumentality of the Meths.? 
diſts : but there never was an inſtance of the reverſe! 
It is true, not a few, who wereindebted to us, as the © 


means, for all they had, have proved ungratefu 
both to God and Man, and have become proud 
and ſelf-conceited, and would not conform to ou 


Rules, and conſequently left us, and turned again 


to the works of darkneſs, fome of whom hare 8 


been reduced to beggary! But ſurely, we are no 
more anſwerable for their conduR, than St. Pal 
was for the conduct of Demas, Hymeneus and 


Philetus; or than the Chriſtians of the fourth cen | 


tury were for that of Julian the apoſtate. We 
have mourned over many of theſe, when we have 


ſeen the manner in which their families are go. 2 
verned, and in which their children have been 


been ſolemnly warned of their danger, both from 
the pulpit and the preſs ;* therefore their blood is | 


upon their own heads, though ſtill we fuffer re- 
proach on their account. And though we allow | 
that there are ſome families among us, who might 
attend to family-worship better than they do, this 


proves nothing on the preſent occaſion ; for, the | : 
worſt of them attend to it as well as is they did before 
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they 
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* See Mr, Weſley's Magazine-Sermons. Eſpecially, ſermon $ | 
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knew us, and as well as moſt of their neigh- 
. do, who have nothing to do with us. Hence 

NMethodiſm is not to be blamed on account of 

ſe, whether rich or poor, who forſake it; as it 
produced the moſt ſalutary effects in thoſe fa- 
ies who have conſcientiouſly adhered to it ; and 
even thoſe who are not ſo ſtrict as they ought 
pe, are ſtill as good as any of thoſe who oppole 
we may fairly infer, that there is no juſt ground 


te ſpeak evil of us, on account of any conſequences 
that have happened among families, through their 
oming Methodiſts. 

g. Once more, let us weigh this ſubjeQ, as it 
ates to the State and Community at large. Are 
there better ſubjects in the Britiſh Empire than the 
Methodiſts ? Who ever knew any of them betray 
their Country, by taking bribes at EleQions ? or by 


ying or ſelling uncuſtomed goods? If ever there 
were ſuch, they broke our known rules, and were 


gertainly put away if detected. What Member of 
Hur Society was ever concerned in riots or mobs, 
Ih any account? How few of them ever failed 
n buſineſs? In ſhort, are they not as ſteady 
friends to their King and Country as any people 
an the land? Who in the kingdom, pray more fer- 
yently and conſtantly for his Majeſty and his family 
than we do? and that from the moſt difintereſted 
Wotives! Our principles, reſpecting Civil Govern- 
being founded, not upon political ma- 
Hoc uvres, but upon the holy Scriptures ;* whatever 
Pvernment we live under, we are “ ſubject, not 
ly for wrath, buy allo for conſcience ſake,” We 

G 2 have 


* Rom, x11i, 17. 


IM. 


1 Pet. li. 13—1 To 
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have publiſhed our ſentiments on this head, 1 
the Minutes of our laſt Conference, in theſe ly WL) 
- We are to obſerve, that the oracles of God 
cba us to be ſubject to the higher powers; 7 
and that honour to the King is there connected with I 
the fear of God.” Agreeable to theſe principle 
we have uniformly conducted ourſelves, though ® 9 
we have not wanted temptations to act otherwiſe 4 
If then Methodiſm have promoted the temporal 5 
ſpiritual, and eternal welfare of hundreds of thou? 
ſands---if it have produced ſuch bleſſed effects! nj 
thouſands of Families---if it tend to make its ad. | 
herents good men, good relations, good neighbour; 


good citizens, and good ſubjetts---why are the EL 


Methodiſts ſpoken againſt ?---I had almoſt faid, wh 5 
are they not univerſally applauded ? It is becaul 
there is that in the heart of every unregenerate per 4 | 
ſon, which never did, and never will accord with th: 
three grand points, which we conſtantly enforce. 4 0 
1. We humble the pride of man, by ſpeaki 
in the moſt degrading terms of human nature, ti 
it is changed by Grace. Adopting the language d 9 
Scripture, we repreſent the understanding of mat 2 
as totally dark to every thing that is good. The 
God of this world having blinded the eyes of then 5 | 
which believe not.“ Vain man would be wil: 1 
though man be born like a wild aſſes colt.” Wes 4; 
ſpeak of his heart as being * abominable and filthy ] v9 
lo that he drinketh in iniquity like water.” And 
That every imagination of the thoughts of ki 4 
heart is only evil continually.“ Concerning bis- F 
will, we teſtify that it is perverſe, and utterly ler 


uit | 


7 Page 21, 


ad, in! | 
words | 
F Col 
owers;Þ 
ed with 
nciple 
thougt 
wile ! 4 
1poral} - 


thou.“ 
ets in 4 


its ad- A 
1bours, 


re the 
d, wil 
zecaul: 


e per. i 7% 
| there is none that ſeeketh after God. They are all 


and bitterneſs. 


317 


| © againſt every thing that is good. That our regene- 
ration is not of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
vill of man, but of God.” We declare, that * the 
T carnal mind is enmity againſt God---ſo that they 
1 that are in the fleſh, (in their natural ſtate) cannot 
5 pleaſe God: For, while they remain unbelievers, 
even their mind and conscience are de filed.“ Re- 
ſpecting the Passions, they are all diſorder and ma- 
lignity, governed by ſenſe and appetite, and mere 
T inſtruments of a diabolical agency, where prevent- 
5 ing grace does not interpoſe. As touching the State 
of man, he is a condemned criminal, under ſen- 
tence of death, entirely deſtitute of any power of 


5 his own, to free himſelf from his deplorable con- 
dition. To ſum up the melancholy picture, in the 


words of Saint Paul, „There is none righteous, 
no not one: There is none that underſtandeth, 


gone out of the way, they are together become un- 
profitable, there is none that doeth good, no not 
one. Their throat is an open ſepulchre: with their 
tongues they have uſed deceit ; the poiſon of aſps 
1s under their lips: Whoſe mouth is full of curſing 
Their feet are {wift to ſhed blood- 
Deſtruction and miſery are in their ways: And the 
way of peace they have not known, There is no 
fear of God before their eyes.---So that every mouth 
is ſtopped, and the whole world is guilty before 
God.“ In ſhort, we infiſt upon it wherever we 
go, and upon all occaſions, that man is an ignorant, 
unclean, guilty, miserable, helpless creature. And this 
deſcription is ſo mortifying to the haughty ſpirit of 

fallen 
Rom, iii. 10—19. | 
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fallen man, that it rouſes up all his powers to op- 


poſe the truth and all who teach it. Hence, when 
it can do nothing elſe, it will give a looſe to the 
unruly member to ſpeak all manner of evil of them. 

2. We conſtantly exalt Chriſt, as the author 
and finiſher of our faith. This enrages the powers 
of darkneſs, who hate and dread the Son of God- 
We point him out as the promiſed Seed, clothed 
with the frailties of humanity, and triumphing over 
the uſurped dominion of the ancient Dragon, We 
glory to ſet him forth, as the Shiloh of Jacob, to 
whom ſhould be the gathering of the people.--- 
The Emmanuel of Iſaiah, which is God with us--- 
God in our nature---and in our world, magnifying 
the law and making it hononrable.---The Meſſiah 
of Daniel, cut off, not for himſelf, but for the fans 
of the people; to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. We 
hold him up, as the Arr HA and Ou, the BE- 
GINNING and the EN DIN, which is and which 
was, and which is ro cou, the ALMIGHTY--- 
The rixsr and the LAsr.- -The xooT and the 
OFFSPRING of David, and the BRIGHT and MORN- 
ING STAR.---The EQUAL with the FaTutR.---]E- 
MOVAn's FELLOW---THE CENTRE OF THE DEITY, 
IN WHOM DWELLETH ALL THE FULNESS OF THE 
GoputaD BODILY---The Ox wirn Gop, being 
the BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GLORY, and the ExPRESS 
IMAGE OF HIS PERSON---The FIRST BEGOTTEN OF 
THE DEAD, and the PRINCE OF THE KINGS of the 
earth; having his name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS----THE 


"BLESSED AND ONLY POTENTATE---THE 


KING 


( 55 ) 


I 7 ING ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, AND IN- 
* & 1SIBLE---GOD OVER ALL, BLESSED FOR 


EEVERMORE! We demand the allegiance of all 
Erith whom we have to do, to this bleſſed Saviour 
--we challenge their obedience to Jeſus of Naza- 


Nreth; and pronounce them doomed to cverlalling 


eſtruction, who refuſe to reverence him as their 
ord and God, and who will not "have him to 


8 n Feign over them. This is the preaching which we 
have proved to be the power of God unto ſalvation; 
Sand which has always been a ſtumbling block and 


Fooliſhneſs to the unſanctified reaſon of degenerate 
an. No wonder, therefore, that thoſe who will 


” ot acknowledge the ſovereignty of Chriſt, nor 
Fi Wubmit to be ſaved by his merit, ſhould ſpeak 
EP Kgainſt thoſe who ſo carneſtly declare, that no one 


can come unto the Father but by him. This is the 


IP Ereat offence - the glorying in Chriſt crucified, and 
leaving no room for any to put confidence in the fleſſi. 

* 4 To theſe two---humbling human nature, and ex- 
885 Balting Chriſt, may be added, that, 


3. We preach up holineſs of heart and life, and 
deavour to act conſiſtent with our profeſſion, --- 


95 WT his i is what the men of the world cannot bear 
rhey muſt either condemn their own conduct, and 
embrace religion, however deſpiſed and rejected by 
the wiſe and prudent, or they muſt oppoſe religious 
= er in ſelf-defence. 
7 o acknowledge the force of divine truth, and yield 


Few are ſo ingenuous as 


Ko conviction; therefore they moſtly endeavour to 
= their own conduct, and condemn that reli- 
gion which condemns them. And as its real poſ- 


Eeffors are not content to let immortal ſpirits go to 
= deſtruction, 
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| Acſruion, without 3 chern, and warning 
them of their danger, the pride of careleſF{ifiners 
is hurt; and as reſentment is the offspring of pride, 
this breaks out upon all occaſions; and the beſt 
treatment that ſincere and zealous Chriſtians, of 
whatever denomination; have to expect from an 


ungodly world, is to be every where olan. agargsl.. 


permit me to add a word of advice. . K any of 
you cannot be altogether with us; let us alone; lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against God. To thoſe 


who are convinced in their judgments that theſe 
| things af true, I. ſay, Be not half-hearte&-41h reli. 
gion. 1 the Lord: be God, follow him : but if Baal, 


then follow him. 1 Kings, xviii. 21. Jeſtis Chriſt 


| declares, Ye cannot serve God and Mammon. Matt. vi 


24. And, that if ye be lukewarm, deſtitute of zeaf 


for the promotion of true religion, he wilt qpue you 


out of his mouth. Rev. iii. 1. Therefore be not 
afraid of man, nor aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, 


Io you with whom I am more particufarly con- 
cerned, as being members of our Society, I'fay, Live 


up to your privileges. Cleave to the Lord wth pur- 
ase of heart, Be conſiſtent. Let none be able to 


confront your Principles by your Example. Bear 


patiently the contradiction of ſinners. Endure to 
the end. The Crown of life is before you. May 
Gotl enable” us all to give diligence to make our 


calling and election ſure !---That ſo fin entrance 


may be miniſtered unto us abundantly. into the 
everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour jeſus 


6 Chriſt! To whom be glory and een fot 
| ever and ever! 8 Fon ne elf 


